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H E following Letters were print 
ed without the Knowledge or Con- 
ſent of the Rev. Author ; who never in- 
tended them for the general Inſpection of 
the Public, but ſolely for the Edification 


and Benefit of thoſe Friends to whom they 


were reſpe fiively adreſſed; and by whoſe 
Concurrence and Defire they are now. 


made public. 
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SPIRITUAL LETTERS, &e. 


* a mY — 1 — 


— * 


Bar u, Of. 30, 1765. 


Zo thoſe who love the Lord Feſus Chriſt, in or about 
, „—, Peace be multiplied to 
you from God the Father, and from our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, thro' the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, Amen. 


8 W Y the help of Divine Providence, and the 
| MERE aſſiſtance X your prayers, I came ſafe hither 
1 xy B Ve laſt Saturday ſe'nnight. | 
Ws ISI I My abſence from you anſwers two good 
ends in regard of me: I feel more my in- 
ſufficiency, and the need of being daily ordained of 
Chriſt to preach his goſpel; and I ſhall value the more 
the worth of my privilege with you, pleaſe God I re- 
turn ſafely to you. TI had yeſterday a moſt advantage- 
ous offer made of going free-coſt to my own country, 
(i. e. France) to ſee my mother, brothers, and ſiſters in 
the fleſh, whom J have not ſeen for near eighteen years, 
but I find my relations in the ſpirit are nearer and dear- 
er to me than my relations in the fleſh; I have therefore 
$ refuſed the kind offer, that I might return among you, 
and be comforted by the mutual faith of you and me. 


— — 


TI hope, my dear brethren, that you improve much 
under the miniſtry of that faithful ſervant of God, 
Mr. B——, whom Providence bleſſes you with; make 
haſte to gather the honey of knowledge and grace as it 
drops from his lips, and may I find the hive of your 
heart ſo full of it at my return, that I may ſhare with 
jou in the heavenly ſtore. In order to this, intreat the 


2 Lord 


„ — — — 


Es is 


Lord to ſtir up your hunger and thirſt after Jeſus' flef 
and blood, and to increaſe your defire for the ſincere 
milk of the word. When people are hungry they wil 
find time to go to their meals; and a good appetite doth 


not think that a meal a day is too much: As you go td 


ſpiritual meals forget not to pray all the way, and te 
feaſt your ſouls in hopes of hearing ſome good news fron! 


heaven, and from Jeſus, the faithful, loving friend 


which you have there: and when you return home, be 
ſure to carry the unſearchable riches of Jeſus? dying and 
riſing love to your houſes, in the veſſel of a believing 
heart; let light be attended with warmth of love, Be 


not you ſatisfied in knowing the way to heaven, but! 
walk in it immediately, conſtantly, and joyfully ; be all! 
thoroughly in earneſl. You may impoſe upon your bre- 
thren by a formal attendance on the means of grace,” 
but you cannot deceive the Searcher of hearts, Let 
him then ſee your hearts ſtruggling towards him, and? 
if you fall through heavineſs, floth, or unbelief, do not“ 
you make a bad matter worſe, by continuing hopeleſs in! 
the ditch of fin and guilt, Up and away to the foun-# 
tain of Jeſus' blood, it will not only waſh away the guilt 
of paſt tins, but ſtrengthen you to trample all iniquity! 


under foot for the time to come. Never forget that the 


ſoul of the diligent ſhall be made fat, and that the Lord! 
will ſpue the lukewarm out of his mouth. Get there- 
fore that love which makes you diligent in bulineſs, fer. 


vent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord. 


You know the way to get this love is, 1ſt. to con fider 
the mercy of God; 2dly, be frequently, if not continu- 
ally plying this faith with all the attention of your minds, 
and fervour of your hearts, Lord, I am loſt, but Chriſt! 
hath died!“ z(dly, to try actually to love as you can, by 
ſetting your affections on Chriſt whom you ſee not, and 
for his ſake on your brethren whom you ſee ; 4thly, to 
uſe much private prayer for yourſelves and others, and 
to try to keep up communion with God, and with your 


abſent brethren. 


I beg, 


7, 


1 


I beg, in order to this, that you will not neglect the 
aſſembling of yourſelves together, as the manner of ſome 
is; and when you meet in Society, be neither backward 
nor forward to ſpeak ; eſteem yourſelves every one the 
meaneſt in the company, be glad to fit at the feet of the 
loweſt; if you are tempted againſt any one, yield not to 
the temptation ; and pray for much of that love which 
hopeth all things, and puts the beſt conſtructions even 
upon the wor# of things. I beg for Chrilt's fake I 
may find no diviſion and no oftence among you at my 
return. If there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, if any 
{ bowels of mercy, fulfil ye my joy, that ye be like mind- 
ed, having the ſame love, being of one accord and of 
one mind. Let nothing be done through ſtrife or vain 
glory, but in lowlineſs cf mind, let each eſteem others 
better than himſelf, I earneſtly beg the continuance of 
your prayers. for me, buih as a miniſter, and as your 
in companion in tribulation; as in particular, that the Lord 
would keep me from hurting his cauſe in theſe parts, 
and that when Providence ſtall bring me back among 
you, which I hope will be this day fortnight, I may be 
thoroughly urniſhed for every good word and work. 
That the ble:.i::9 of God in Chriſt Jeſus, may crown all 
your hearts and your meetings, 1s the earneſt prayer. of, 


My very dear brethren, 


Your unworthy ſervant in the goſpel 
of our common Lord, 


der | - 5 


dy . OAK HALL, Suſſex, Sept. 23, 1766, 
"OY To thoſe who love or fear the Lord Jeſus at Mm—, , 


, grace, peace, aud lowe be multiplied unto you, 


my From our God and Saviour Jeſus Chrift ! 


| 1 my dear brethren, called me ſo 
Sy ſuddenly from among you, that I had not time to- 
| 3 | | take 


C93 
take my leave of you, and recommend myſelf to your 
prayers ; but I hope the good Spirit of our God, which 
is a ſpirit of love and ſupplication, hath brought me to 
your remembrance, as the pooreſt and weakeſt of Chriſi's 
miniſters, and conſequently as him whoſe hands itand 
moſt in need of being ſtrengthened and lifted up by your 
es. Pray on then for yourſelves, for one another, 
and for him whoſe glory is to miniſter unto you in ſpi- 


ritual things, and whoſe ſorrow it is not to do it in a 


manner more ſuitable to the majeſty of the goſpel, and 


more profitable to your fouls, My heart is with you 


nevertheleſs. I bear patiently this bodily ſeparation for 
three reaſons: Op | 


I. The variety of more faithful and abler miniſters 
which you have during my abſence, is more likely to be 
ſerviceable to you than my preſence among you, and I 
would always prefer your profit to my ſatis faction. 


II. I hope Providence will give me thgſe opportuni- 
ties of converſing and praying with a greater variety of 
experienced chriſtians, which will tend to mine own 1m» 
provement, and I truſt in the end, to yours, 


III. I flatter myſelf, that after ſome weeks abſence, 
my miniſtry will be recommended by the advantage of 
novelty, which (the more the pity) goes farther with 


ſome than the word itſelf, In the mean time, I ſhall 


give you ſome advice, which it may be, will prove both 
ſuitable and ſerviceable to you, | 


1. Endeavour to improve daily under the miniſtry 


| that Providence bleſſes you with: Be careful to attend 


it with diligence, faith, and prayer. Would it not be 
a great ſhame, if when miniſters come thirty or forty 


miles off to offer you peace and pardon, ſtrength and 


comfort, in the name of God, any of you ſhould flight 
the glorious meſſage, or hear it as if it was nothing to 
you, and as if you heard it not? See then that you ne- 
ver come from a ſermon, without being more deeply 


convinced of fin and righteouſneſs ; In order to this, 
| 2. Uſe 


. 

2. Uſe much prayer before you go to church : Con- 
fider that your next appearance there may be in a coffin ; 
and intreat the Lord to give you now ſo to hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, that you may be filled there- 
with. Hungry people never go faſting from a feaſt, 
Call to mind the text I preached from, the laſt Sunday 
but one before I left you. Wherefore laying afide 
4% all malice, and all guile, and hypocriſy, and envies, 
« and all evil-ſpeaking ; as new-born babes, deſire the 


« fincere milk of the word, that you may grow there- 
« by. 1 Pet. . 1. | 


3. When you are under the word, beware of fitting 
as judges, and not like criminals; many judge of the 
| manner, matter, voice, or perſon of the preacher ; you 
perhaps judge all the congregation, when they ſhould: 
Judge themſelves guilty of eternal death, and yet worthy 
of eternal life, thro* the worthineſs of Him, who ſtood 
and was condemned at Pilate's bar for them. The mo- 
ment you have done crying to God as guilty, or thank- 
fing Chriſt as reprieved criminals, you have reaſon to. 
conclude, that this advice is levelled at you. 


4. When you have been at a means of grace, and do 
: not find gourſelves ſenſibly quickened, let it be matter 
{ of deep humiliation to you, For want of repenting of 
1 their unbelief and hardneſs of heart, ſome get into a 
1 habit of deadneſs and indolence, ſo that they come to be 


h as inſenſible, and as little aſhamed of themſelves for it, 
as ſtones. 


y 5. Beware of the inconfiſtent hehaviour of thoſe, 
d Who complain, that they are full of wandering in the 
de evening under the word, when they have ſuffered their 
y minds to wander from Chriſt all the day long. O get 
d [acquainted with him, that you may walk in him, and 


at with him. Whatſoever you do or ſay, eſpecially in the 
to Ithings of God, do or ſay it, as if Chriſt was before, be- 
e- hind, and on each ſide of you. Indeed he is fo, whe- 


ther you conſider it or not; for when he viſibly appear- 
ed 


„ 
ed on earth, he called himſelf the ſon of man which is 


in heaven; how much more then is he preſent on 
earth, now, that he makes his immediate appearance in 


heaven. Make conſcience then, to maintain a ſenſe of 


his bleſſed preſence all the day long, and all the day 
long you will have a continual feaſt; for can you con- 


ceive any thing more delightiul, than to be always at 


the fountain of love, peace, beauty, and joy; at the 
ſpring of power, wiſdom, goodne!'s, and truth? Can 
there be a purer, and more melting happinels, than to 


be with the beſt of fathers, the kindeſt of brothers, tha 


moſt generous of benefactors, and the tendereſt of huſ- 
bands? Now Jeſus is all this, and much more to the 
believing ſoul, O believe, my friends, believe in Jeſus 
now, thro' a continual now; and until you find you can 


thus believe, mourn over your unbelles ing heart, drag 


it to him as you can; think of the efficacy of his blood 
ſhed for the ungodly, and wait for the ſpirit of faith 
from on high, 


6. Some of you wonder why you can't believe; why 
you cannot ſee Jeſus wich ihe eye of your mind, and 
delight in Him wien the affections of your heart. I 
apprehend the reaſon to be one of theſe, or perhaps 
all together ; 


I. You are not poor, loſt, undone, helpleſs, deſpuir- 
ing ſiuners in yourſelves, You indulge ſpiritual and 
refined ſelf-· righteoulneſs; you. are not yet dead to the 
law, and quite flain by the commandraent, Now ihe 


kingdom of heaven belongs to none but the poor in | 


ſpirit; Jeſus came to ſave none but the lot, hat 
wonder t en, if Jeſus is little to you, and if you do not 


live in his kingdom of peace, righteoulneſs, and joy in 


the Holy Ghoſt? 


II. Perhaps you ſpend your time in curious reaſon- 
ings, inlead of caſting yourſelves as forloru ſinners at 
Chriſt's feet, leaving it to Him to bleſs you, when, and 


in the manner aud degree He pleaſes. Tuow that He 
18 


i 20 
is the wiſe and ſovereign God, and that it is your duty 
to lie before him as clay, as fools, as ſinful nothings. 


III. Perhaps alfo, ſome of you wilſully keep idols of 
one kind or other: You indulge ſome {in againſt light 
and knowledge, and it is neither matter of humiliation 
nor confeſſion to you. The love of praiſe, that of the 
world, that of money, and that of enſual gratifications,, 
when not lamented, are as implacabie enemies to Chriſty 

as Judas and Herod, How can ye believe, ſeeing ye ſeek 
the honour that cometh from men? Hew then your 
Asgags in pieces before the Lord; run i:cm your Deli- 
labs to Jeſus reſolutely; cut off the right hand, and 


\ 3 pluck out the right eye that offends you: ** Come from 
\ 3 ** among them, and be ieparate, faith the Lord, and 1 
- will receive you.” DMeverthelcſs, when you ſtrive, 
tale care not to make yourſelf a righteouſneſs of your 
ſtriving; remember that juſtifying righteouſneſs is fin- 


iſhed and brought in, and that your goodneſs can no more 

add to it, than your fins diminiſh it. Shout then, 
* The Lord your righteouſneſs; and if you are undone 
3 | finners, humbly and yet boldly fay, “ In the Lord have 
1 & © I righteouſneſs and ſtrength,” 


7. When I was in London, I endeavoured to make 
the beſt of my time; that is to ſay, to hear, receive, and 
. 4 praftiſe the word. Accordingly, I went to Mr. V bis- 
4 & feld's Tabernacle, and heard him give his Society a moſt 
he © Iweet exhortation upon love, He began by obſerving that 
ne when the apoſtle St. Jobn was old, and paſt walking and 
in | preaching, he would not forſake the aſſembling himſelf 
at with the brethren, as the manner of too many is, upon 
ot little or no pretences at all; on the contrary, he got 
in I himſelf carried to their meeting, and, with his laſt 
thread of voice, preached to them his final ſermon made 
up of this one ſentence, ** My little children, love one 
another.“ I with, I pray, I earneſtly beſeech you to 
follow that evangelical, apoſtolical advice; and till God 


s at 
a - d makes you all little children, little in your own eyes, 
He nnd fimple as little children; give me leave to ſay, my 
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mately perſiſted in. 


„„ 
dear brethren, love one another, and of courſe, judge 
not, provoke not, be not ſhy of one another, but bear ye 


one another's burthens, and fo fulfil the law of Chriſt; 


yea, bear with one another's infirmities, and do not 
eahily caſt off any one, nor for fin, except it be obſti- 


My fheet is full, and ſo is my heart of good wiſhes 


for, and ſtrong longings after you all, I haxe juſt room 


to tell you, I hope to be with you in three or four 
weeks time. O let me have the comfort of finding you 
all beheving and loving, Farewel, my dear brethren : 
The bleſſing of God be with you all; this is the ear - 
veſt deſire of, | 1 


Your unworthy miniſter, 


J. r. 


To Miſs H * 


N ſeem not to have a clear idea of the happineſs 


of loving him again; Your dulneſs of - private prayer 
ariſes from the want of a familiar friendſhip with Jeſus ; 
to obviate which, go to your claſet, as it you was going 
to meet the deareſt friend you ever had; calt yourſelf 
immediately at his feet, bemoan your coldneſs before 
him, extol his love to you, and let your heart break 


with a defire to love him till it can actually melt with 
his love; be importunate, and get your Lord to avenge 


you of your adverſary, I mean your cold heart. 


You aſk ſome directions to Het a mortified ſpirit; in 


order to it, get recollected. Recollection is a dwelling 


with one's-ſelf, and being abſtracted from creatures to- 


wards 


of the love of Jeſus, or atleaſt of your privilege. 


E 


ng 
elf 
ore 
eak 
1th 
19C 


in 
ling 


to- 


ards 


1 
wards God: It is outward and inward: Outward recot- 
lection confiſts, firſt, in ſilenee, which cuts off ſuperflu- 
ous words, ſpeaks of neceſſity, and that for the glory of 
God : ſecondly, in ſolitude, or a being wiſely diſen- 
rangled from the world, a keeping quietly to one's buſi- 
neſs, or a ſhutting the door of one's ſenſes; in an in- 
ward deep attention to Jeſus love, and in a continual 
care of entertaining holy thoughts, for tear of ſpiritual 
idleneſs. Through the power of the ſpirit, let recol- 
lection be ſteady even in the midſt of hurrying bufineſs, 
Secondly, Let it be calm and peaceable. Thirdly, Lee 
it be laſting: “ Watch and pray, leſt you enter into 
temptation.” In order to this, beware of, engaging too 


deep and beyond neceſſity into outward things, of being 


captivated or entangled in heart by any troubleſome 
worldly deſire or affection ; of wiltully committing ſmall 
faults, Recollection appears vaſtly neceſſary; becauſe 
for want of ir, prayer is uſeleſs, imagination and wan- 
derings prevail, the heart gets looſe and roves every 
where; whereas we paſs eaſily from recollection to de- 
lightful prayer again. Without recollection, we cannot 
find out nor cruſh fin in us firſt riſings; therefore it 
will break out in every unmortified perſon. To this I 
might add, that without recollection, we cannot know 
or deny ourſelves to any purpoſe. In recollection, let 
your mind act according to grace, it will probably lead 
you, either to contemplate on Jeſus erucified, dying, 
riſing, interceding. Fourthly, Watch your fenſes, ſup- 
preſs your paſſions. Fifthly, Keep before God in reſ- 
pectful filence of heart. Sixthly, Watch and follow the 

motions of grace, and feed on the promiſes. | 


But take care here, iſt. To be more taken with 
thoughts of God, than yourſelf, 2dly, To conſider, 
how hardly recollection is got ſometimes, and how eaſily 
loſt. 3dly, Not to uſe much forced labour to raiſe a 
particular frame. 4thly, Not to fret, tire, nor grow 
impatient, if you have no comfort; but meekly to ac- 
quieſce and confeſs yourſelf unworthy of any, determin- 
ing quietly to wait for the ſmiles of Jeſus, The fol- 


lowing 
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flowing motives may ftir you up to the purſuit of recob- 
lection: rt; We muſt forſake all, and tie to all firſt by 
retollection; 2dly, without which, God's voice can't be. 
 Heard"in the ſoul. 3dly, It is the only altar on which 
to offer our /2acs. Athly, It is inſtrumentally a ladder 
f I may fo ſpeak) to aſcend into Ged. pthly, It is 
tde rendezvous of God and the ſoul. 6thly, By it, the 
i gets to it's centre; out of it, it is reſtleſs.  Jthly, 
Man's fout is the temple of God: Recollection the 
holy of holies. Sthly, As the wicked by recollection 
aud hell in their breaſts, ſo faithful ſouls, heaven. 
4thly; Without it all means. of grace prove uſeleſs, or 
make bat à flight imprefſion. rothly, Recollection 
|! > ” @xpyes the foul, that God may fl ii. 


I give you tlieſe hints, not to ſet Chriſt aſide, but 
. x at you may, e Yi the light and power iven, 
1 Tete the ſtone aud place it upon the chief corner fone : 
Deement them with the blood of Jeſus, till the ſuper- 
ſtiructure in ſome meaſure anſwers the excellency of the 
Sndation, ae, 
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',,.__ Vnwearied may I this purſue, 

. ,o, _ Dauntleſs to the high prize aſpire; 
Hourly within my breaſt rene / 
This holy flame, this heavenly fire; 
U And day and night be all my care, 


oP To guard this ſaered treaſure there. 
a 7 23 
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